Running head: ROUEN CATHEDRAL 		1

ROUEN CATHEDRAL 		2









[bookmark: _GoBack]Rouen Cathedral
Student’s Name
Institutional Affiliation

Rouen Cathedral 
Claude Monet was a French painter. While doing the Rouen Cathedra, Monet was more concerned with form and light. He was also concerned about the time as depicted in the manner of his work. However, in the Rouen Cathedral, light is more celebrated than the issue of time. He represented the same object in the form of a picture at different times with an idea of observing the shift as well as the changes that would occur from the natural light. Monet later began experimenting with the unconventional composition, bold colors, and the loose handling of the paint. The great concern with color influenced Monet to critically think about the surface of his canvas. It is important to note that the Gothic architectural style, although very impressive is only a backdrop to light exploration. The groin vault and the barrel vault exerted a lot of pressure on the walls making them collapse. An extremely thick had to be made to contain the vault's thrust. The medieval masons made a combination of piers and ribs to relieve the vertical wall pressure. To bring out color impression, Monet was wanted to see the effect of light on colors for different objects. Monet did many different series to understand how colors appeared when positioned side-by-side. The paintings Monet did capture the cathedral façade at various times of the years which would reflect the changes in appearance over different conditions of lighting. Color being an element of art, it adds pleasure, emotion, and interest. Monet's paintings use colors blue and orange as complementary colors. The cool colors he used brings a calm and peaceful scene at the Rouen Cathedral.
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